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Allowable Subi ct Matter 

The following is an examinees statement of reasons for allow 
reference of record, i.e. Damask et. al., U.S.P. No.5,915,051 teaches a wavelength 
selective optical coupler/switching device comprising: a plurality of wavelength 
selective Bragg gratings 35,41 in the coupling region formed by at least a. plurality of. 
coupled waveguides 15,16,20,37,38 which acts to filter multiplexed wavelengths. 

Damask et. al. 051' does not teach or suggest a wavelength-selective optical 
transmission device and method of using same comprising : a first waveguide for : 
transmitting a multiplexed optical signal therethrough, a second waveguide coupled to 
the first waveguide with at least one of the first and second waveguides having a set of 
wavelength-selective Bragg gratings disposed near a coupling section between the first 
and second waveguides with one of the first and second waveguides has an aspect 
ratio defined by a thickness divided by a width is no greater than 0.75. Also Damask et. 
al. (or any of the other prior art of record) does not teach a wavelength-selective optical 
tran smission system compri si ng: first and sec o nd cou pled waveg uides wh ich are - 



coupled through a set of Bragg gratings having different aspect ratios defined by a 
waveguide thickness divided by a waveguide width. These limitations are recited in 
claims 1-30 and are considered to be patentable over the teachings of Damask et. al. 
and all of the listed prior art references. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
tharvthe payment ofthe issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably" 



Application/Control Number: 10/780,964 Paae3 
Art Unit: 2874 9 

accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian M. Healy whose telephone number is (571)272- 

2347. The examiner can normally be reached on Compressed Schedule Tues-Thurs. 
7:00 AM to 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Rodney Bovernik can be reached on (571)272-2344. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only 
For more inform ation abou t the PAIR system , se e http://pair-direc t .uspto.qnv Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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